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Sample Fundraising Letter for Science Café 
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[date]

[name]

[title]

[organization]

[address]

Dear [Mr./Ms./Dr.] [name]:

The [name of section] Local Section of the American Chemical Society (ACS) respectfully requests consideration for a grant from [name of company/organization] for $[amount] to support our science café program.  Science cafés promote science literacy among local citizens.  

The issues

Although the United States is considered a world leader in science, technology, and the education of scientists and engineers, the American Association for the Advancement of Science in its publication Science for All Americans states that most citizens are not scientifically literate. The lack of science knowledge helps to perpetuate negative images of chemistry and is the primary contributor to limited public understanding of the complex world in which we live. Moreover, people simply do not realize that chemistry and the chemical enterprise make enormous positive contributions to their everyday lives.

ACS is the world’s largest scientific association, with a membership of more than 161,000 chemists, chemical engineers, and others in related professions. Its mission is to encourage in the broadest manner the advancement of the chemical enterprise and its practitioners through information dissemination, educational programs, and member and public services.

[Input paragraph(s) or a list of planned topics/activities. Describe the target audience and who will implement the activities. Also include a sentence on how contributors will be recognized in the local area (e.g., “Contributors will be listed in all printed materials, media-related announcements, on the website, and on banners displayed at public events.”).

Benefits

· Science Cafés provide opportunities for ACS members and industry to interact with the communities where they live and work. This interaction is a stepping stone to building public trust and confidence in the chemical enterprise.

· The positive community interaction helps ACS members increase personal confidence and sense of pride in their work, which results in greater appreciation for their science-of-choice and in increased motivation to perform their jobs.

· By actively working together to create a positive public perception of chemistry in preserving our planet and improving our environment, ACS members and supporters help to build a more scientifically literate society that understands and appreciates the vital contributions of the chemical enterprise.

· Corporations and others with commitments to the local communities are able, through chemistry, to bond to the local people and their communities, instilling a positive influence in the community.

Financial need

A contribution to support the Science Café program of the [name of section] Local Section will guarantee the continued growth and quality of this program and enable us to reach more people with the message that chemistry is everywhere. Toward this goal, we are seeking $[amount] in support. (Attached is a projected budget.) [Develop and include a budget for planned and wished-for activities.]

ACS is a 501(c) (3) not-for-profit organization. Contributions to ACS are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. Enclosed is a copy of the IRS determination letter for your files. 

If you need further information about the local program, please contact [local area contact name and contact information]. If you need information about the ACS, contact the ACS Member Communities office at 202-872-4458 or outreach@acs.org.
Thank you for considering our request.

Sincerely,

[local section chair or appropriate person]

cc: Manager, ACS Member Communities Office
Manager, ACS Development Office
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